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O COME, ALL YE FAITHFUL

Many of  our  favor i te  hymns were or ig inal ly  in  other  languages before being t ranslated la ter  in to Engl ish.
"O Come, Al l  Ye Fai th fu l "  is  one of  those hymns.  l t  was wr i t ten in  Lat in  and la ter  t ranslated in to Engl ish
by Freder ick Oakeley.  Lat in  is  an important  language today even though i t  is  not  spoken.  Let  us look at
the f i rs t  s tanza of  th is  famous Chr is tmas hymn in Lat in  and see how i t  was sung or ig inal ly :

L a t i n :

l l
Ades te ,  f i de les ,
r l
t l

Laet i  t r iumphantes;
t l l lr r l !

V e n i t e ,  v e n i t e  i n  B e t h l e h e m :
t l
r l

Natum v ide te
l l
l l
Regem ange lo rum:

t l
Ven i te  adoremus  (Repea t  tw ice )

l l
D o m  i n  u  m .

W i t h  j u s t  a  l i t t l e  p r a c t i c e  y o u  c a n  s a y  t h e

language to  s ing  because a l l  o f  the  vowels  a re

i  -  e e  ( h e a t )

a =
e  -  e h  ( h e a d )

S o u n d s  L i k e :
- \

Ah-dehs- teh ,  fee -deh- lehs
\ - -
Leh- tee t ree-oom-fah n- tehs

> \
veh-nee- teh  een  Beh t - leh -hehm:
- >

Nah - toom vee -deh - teh

- >

R e h - g e h m  a h n - g e h - l a w - r o o m :

> \
Veh-nee- teh ah-daw-reh-mus

>
Daw-mee-noom.

f i r s t  s tanza  o f  th i s  g rea t  hymn in  La t in .  La t in  i s  a  beau t i fu l
" p u r e "  ( c o n s i s t e n t ) .

u  =  o o  ( h o o t )

o  =  a w  ( h a u l )

i l .

a h  ( h o t )

Singing these f ive pure vowels in  Lat in  wi l l  make your  s inging more beaut i fu l  and b lended as a choi r  when
you s ing in  Engl ish.  On the r ight  s ide of  the char t  above are accent  marks that  show what  sy l lab le is  em-
phasized when speaking Lat in .  On the le f t  are marks that  show the musical  accent  ( the f i rs t  count  of  every
measure) .  See i f  they match.  Mark the accents in  your  copy of  the hymn. This  is  a natura l  processional
hymn. Use the left foot for every accent mark and the right foot in between the marks. Take two hand-
bel ls ,  G and D.  Play G on the st rong beat  ( le f t  foot )  and D on the weak beat  ( r ight  foot ) .  Then s ing the
Lat in  s tanza wi th only  the handbel l  accompaniment  as you process.  Those who do not  p lay handbel ls  may
wish to carry  candles as suggested in  s tanza 2 (L ight  of  L ight) .

Scriptu re and the Hymn

Look u p the sc r iptu re given for each stanza and wri te down what each has in common in the space provided:

S t a n z a  1  ( L u  k e  2 : 1 5 )

S t a n z a  2  ( J o h n  1 : 1 - 9 )

S tanza  3  (  Lu  ke  2 :13-14)

S tanza  4  (  Lu  ke  2 :6 -7 )
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